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not to let that woman be hung in your State, it would blight your
prospects. , , t

P.S. This is written upon H[ugh] L. White[']s Mot[t]o, he whospeaks plainest to him of his infinnities is his best friend. L.J.
[Marginal] P.S. You should not sleep untill ayoung man who is

imprisoned for 10 years should be released. Post office concerns
brought it about.
ALS in ScdeA.

From J[ames] H. Rion
Pendleton [S.C.,] Nov. 18th 1843

Sir, Being desirous of obtaining an appointment to the United States
Mffitary Academy, I take the liberty to ask your assistance to procure
it, if you should deem my recommendations, such as, entitle me to the
fostering careofthegovernment

I will be 16 years of age, on the 17th of April next I have studied
[Jeremiah] Da/s Algebra, Euclid's Geometry, and Da/s Ma&e-
matics comprising Logarithms, Mensuration of surfaces, solids,
h[e]ights and distances. Trigonometry, Surveying and Navigation;
and [Charles] Anthon sCaesar, Virgil, Sal[l]ust, and Cicero's Orations
and apart of Anthon's Greek Reader, together with several French
works under Mr. E[]liott] Pynchon, Savannah; and also Conic Sec
tions, Legender[']s Geometty, and French under Mr. [Robert M.]
Renick[,] Pendleton, letters from bofli of which gentlemen I have en
closed. Very Resp[ec]t[fully] y[ou]r Ob[edient] s[e]r[vant], J.H.
Rion.

ALS with Ens in DNA, RG 94 (Records ofthe Adjutant General's Office), Ap
plication Papers of Cadets, 1805-1866. 1843; 234 {M-688:149, frames 93-H
101,107-108). Note: Rion enclosed with his letter to Calhonn two testimonials,
one from Elliott Pynchon, principal of Chatham Academy. Savannah, Ga, dat^
5/1/1843, and another from Rob[er]t M. Renidr, principal of the Penffiebm Male
Academ^ dated11/18/1843.

To "Col." James Ed[ward] Colhoun
Fort Hill,19thNov[embe]r 1843

My dear James, Dr. [Thomas A.] Anderson will find in my life, page
26, a summary of the result of my economical reforms in the Army
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die tariff. "In that case I have no doubt ffiey will come inheartily to dieir
station in the severe encounter we have to fight from now till nest Novemlw.
Offierwise, I do not hdieve they will, and I shall, I cannot hut confess, tremble
for the consequences." ALS inDLC, Martin Van Buren Papers, series 2,Letter-
book 48 (Presidential Papers Microfilm, Van Buren Papers, roll27).

To Col. Qoseph G.] Totten, [War Department]
Fort TTillj 21stNov[embe]r 1843

Dear Sir, I transmit the enclosed [letter from James H. Rion, dated
11/18/1843] to you, because I am personally acquainted with the ap
plicant, and Mr. Renwidc [sic; Robert M. Renick], writter [sic] of one
of the accompanying letters. He is the teadier in our Academy, hiin-
self agraduate of the Military Academy, and agentleman of intelli
gence &worth. From what I know of Master Rion, he is entitled to
all Mr. Renwick says of him. He is the son ofawidow in very humble
situation, who devotes most ofhermeans tothe education ofherson.

I feel assured, that the patronage of the Gov[emmen]t could not
bebetter bestowed, flian bygiving him an appomtment With great
respect, I am &&, J.C. Calhoun.
ALS with Ens inDNA, RG 94 (Records of the Adjutant GeneraTs Office), Appli
cation Papers of Cadets, 1805-1866, 1843, 234 (M-688:149, frames 93-94, 97-
98,101,107-108).

From Charles Whittelsey

Charleston, Nov.22,1843
Dear Sir, There isdue the Estate ofJno. E[wing] Colhoun (ofwhom
your wife is the daughter about) $140 and as executor of S[amuel] B.
Colhoun $75 or there about inallsomething over two hundred Dol-
l[ar]s, this sum Ican collectwithout much delay. Ihave spoken with
Mr. H[enry] A. Dessassure [«c; DeSaussure] of this dty Ex[ecutor]
of [Henry] W[illia]m Dessassure who was Ex[ecutolr for Mr. Col-
houn's estate, &offered to collect it for one third of the amount col
lected. Mr. Dessassure towhom I have communicated the nature of
the debt does not think my charge umreasonable, but isunwilling to
act unless authorized orrequested by you so to do, it is but a small


